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Kjplemental 

I fnrval that completes an octave when complete/ frac^ture, a bo 
mc,^the bone is split completely across. ^ ^ 

W^^XStnS serum and plasma that in combina- complete/ly nor/mal space/, Math a normal 
— fece, ^*SlSHles destroys bacteria, foreign cells, and topological space in which every subspace is normal. 
■Ejjg antlDoti^ Y gee complementary color. — v.L ^rtT«niofo/lv rftff/ular 8Pace/. Math, a top 

form a complement to: This hai comple- 
J»*,inplete. lorm ^^^^ ^^^^ Oi>s. to com pi - 



comport 



ESr-'V■«^ that which completes, equiv. to com- 
*?,7^\,t) (see complete) + -menlum -ment] 

W^\2. COMPLEMENT^ 



SUPPLEMENT both mean to 
H»»* *2:i^^Hnn"oradditions to something. To com- 
f'^^A orovWe something felt to be lacking or 
gjj^i^ is to pru to puttmg together two 

^ed: i^H nf wtSch supplies what is lacking in the 
a complete whole: Two statements from 
^.'^ "^f^t, If view rnay complement each other. To 
merely to add to; no defmite lack or de- 
SipuswE^XiDliS nor is there an idea of a definite rela- 
ftclency*s*fPccn parts: Some additional remarks may 
Sif>^]'}Lnf enters or both. 

*'^^^iotinfi 2. complementing 
i^^Mht^r' — n. 3. See comple- 
i^SSurJ color (dcf. D- [comple- 
ISSi + -com/p1e.men/- 

^/piemen/tary an/gle, 
8^*^ either of two angles that 
fidded together produce an angle 
fjf 00? C? supplementary angle. 

'limpiemen/tary ceUs/, not. 
fSSu fitting closely together m the 
iunticel. 

Jjom/plemen/tary col/or, i. 
®Srt a one of a pair of primary or 
iSndary colors opposed to the other member of the 
on a schematic chart or scale (color wheel), as 
SSLi opposed to red, orange opposed to blue, or violet 
SiSSJuvr to yellow, b. the relationship of these ^airs of 



wfireperceived as completing or enhancing each other. 
2. See secondary color. 

complemen/tary distribution, Ling, a relation 
^ch that the members of a pair or set of phones, morphs. 
nr other linguistic units have no environment in common, 
as aspirated *'p" and unaspirated "p," which are m com 




complete /ly reg/ular space/, Math, a topo- 
logical space in which, for every point and a closed sot 
not contai«iing the point, there Is a continuous function 
that has value 0 at the given point and value 1 at each 
point in the closed set. 
complete/ quadrilat/eral, a plane figure com- 
posed of four straight lines and their points of inter- 
section, 

complet/ing the square/. Math, a method, 
usually of solving quadratic equations, by which a 
quadratic expression, as - 4 + 3. is written as the sum 
or difference of a perfect square and a constant, - 4x + 
4 4. 3 _ 4 = (X - 2)2 - 1 , by addition and subtraction of ap- 
propriate constant terms, 
com-ple-tion (kam ple/^hsn), n. 1. the act of com- 
pleting. 2. the state of being completed. 3. conclusion; 
fulfillment: His last novel represented the completion of his 
literary achievement. 4, Football, a forward pass that has 
been completed. [< L completion- (s. of complettd). 
See COMPLETE, -ion] 
com-plex {adj. kDmpleks/ kom/pleks; n. kom/pleks), 
adj. 1. composed of interconnected parts; compound; 
" a complex highway system. 2. characterized 



bone fracture in which the com-pU-cat*ed (kom/pla ka/tid), ad) i composed 
uuiio «v.v elaborately interconnected parts; not simple; complex: 

a laboratory of complicated apparatus. 2, consisting of 
many parts not easily separable; difficult to analyze, 
understand, explain, etc.: a complicated problem; a 
complicated person, [complicate -f -ed2] — com/pli- 
cat*ed'ly, adv. — com/pIi'Cat/ed*ness, n. 
— Syn. 2. involved, tangled, knotty. 
COm*pll*ca-tion (kom/plo ka/^on), n. 1. the act of 
complicating. 2. a complicated or involved state or 
condition. 3. a complex combination of elements or 
things. 4. an element that introduces, usually unex- 
pectedly, some difficulty, problem, change, etc.: De- 
cause of the complications involved in travel to Latvia, we 
called off the trip. 5. Falhol. a concurrent disease or 
a fortuitous condition that aggravates the original dis- 
ease, 6. the act of forming a unified idea or impression 
from a number of sense data, memories, etc. [< LL 
complication- (s. of complicdlio), equiv. to complicdtius) 
(see COMPLICATE) -ion- -ion] — com/pli-ca/tive, adj. 
COm-pllce (kom'plis), n. Archaic, an accomplice or 
associate, [late ME < MP < LL complice{m), acc. of 
complex confederate (formation modeled on simplex), 
equiv. to com- com- + -plex -fold] 
com-pllc-i'ty (kom plis/i te). n., pi. -ties, the state 
of being an accomplice; partnership or involvement in 
wrongdoing: He was accused of complicity in the crime. 
[CO.MPLICE 4- -iTY] — com-plic/i'tous, adj. 

■-■ ■ a person who complies. 



by^^vcry^com'piic^^^ or involved arrangement of parts, com-pU-er (kam pll/or) , n 
units, etc.: a complex machine. 3. so ff^Pj^.^^fJ^.^^ [co.mply + -er^] 



intricate as to be hard to understand or deal witn. a com-pli*ment (n. kom/plo mant; 0. kom/pla ment/), 
complex problem. 4. Gram a. (of a word) consisting or p^j^n of praise, commendation, or admira- 

two parts, at least one of which is a^bound form as ^VT^Ji' .^ compliment boosts one's morale. 2. a 



Complementary 
angles 
(Angle BCD, comple- 
ment of angle ACB; 
arc BD. complement 
of arc AB) 



childish, which consists of the word child and the bound 
form -ish. b. See complex sentence. 5. Math, pertain- 
ing to a complex number. [ < L complex{us) ptp. of com- 
plectx to complect] . . 
n 6. an intricate or complicated association or as- 
semblage of related things, parts, units, etc.: the entire 
complex of our educational system. 7. Psychol, a system 
of interrelated, emotion-charged ideas, feeUngs. mem- 
ories, and impulses that is usually repressed and that 
gives rise to abnormal or pathological behavior. 8. a 
fixed idea; an obsessive notion. 9. Math. a. an arbitrary 
set of elements of a group, b. a collection of simplexes 
having specified properties. [< L complex(us) an em- 
brace, equiv. to complex- (ptp. s. of comp iced complect) 
+ -us 4th decl. n. suffix] — com*plex/ly, adv. — com- 
plex/ness, n. . « , 1 ^ 
—Syn. 2, 3. involved, perplexing. 3. knotty, tangled, 
labyrinthine. 6. network, web, tangle, labyrinth. 
— Ant. 2» 3. simple. 
com/plex f rac/tion, Math, a fraction in which the 
numerator or the denominator or both contain one or 
more fractions. Also called compound fraction. 



only In positions where the second does not. Also called 

complementation. Cf. free variation. 
com-ple'men*ta-tlon (kom/pla man tS/^an), n. See 

complementary distribution, [complement -f -ation] 
Com'Ple-ment*ed (kom/pla men/tid). adj. 1. having 

a complement or complements. 2. Math, (of a lattice 

containing a smallest element and a greatest element) 
' having the property that corresponding to each element 



and appearance of the skin, esp. of the face: a clear 
smooth, rosy complexion. 2. appearance; aspect; char 
acter: The news of her departure put a different com- 
plexion on the situation. 3. viewpoint, attitude, or con- 
viction* The citizens will unite with the mayor regardless 
of their political complex ion. 4. Old Physiol, constitu tion 



tion: A sincere compliment boosts one's 

formal act or expression of civility, respect, or refgard: 
He paid her the compliment of escorting her. 3. coraph- 
ments, a courteous greeting; good wishes; regards: He 
sends you his compliments. 4. Archaic, a gift; present. 

V ( 5. to pay a compliment to: to compliment a child on 

his good behavior. 6. to show kindness or regard for by a 
gift or other favor: He complimented us by giving a party 
in our honor. 7. to congratulate; felicitate: to compliment 
a prince on the birth of a son. — vA. 8. to pay compliments. 
r< F < It complimenlio) < Sp cumplimiento. equiv. to 
cumpli- (see comply) -|- -miento -ment; r. complement in 
same sense] — com/pli-ment/a-ble, adj. — com/pli- 
ment/er, n. — com^pli-ment/ingdy, adv. 

Syn. 1. praise, tribute, eulogy, encomium, panegyric. 

5. commend, praise, honor, flatter. — Ant. 1. disparage- 
ment. 

com-pli-men-ta-ry (kom/pla men/ta re, -tre), adj. 
1. of the nature of, conveying, or expressing a compli- 
ment, often one that is politely flattermg: complimentary 
reviews of his novel; a. complimentary remark. 2. free: a 
complimentary ticket; a complimentary copy of a textbook 
for the teacher, [compliment H- -ary] — com/pli- 
men/ta-ri-ly, adv. — com/pU-men/ta»ri-ne8s, n, 

com/plimenaary close/ (kloz), the part of a letter 
that by convention immediately precedes the signature, 
as "Very truly yours," "Cordially," "Smcerely yours, 
etc. Also, com/plimen/tary clos/ing. Also called clos- 
ingt close. 

Eccles, the last of the seven 



neir poniicatcv7npiej.iun. -S"^''*"*- ^"^1";'",""'^ fntn-nlin rkom/olin) n Eccles, the last of the seven 



certain combined" qualities. 5. Obs. nature; disposition; 
temperament. Also, complection. [ME < medical L 



Of thelattice is' a second element such that the greatest complexion- (s. of complexio) bodily make-up. snape. etc. 

lements is the smallest element orig., combination. See complex, -ion] — com-piex'^ 



^ lower bound of the two elements _ _ 
of the lattice and the least upper bound of the two ele- 
ments is the greatest element of the lattice, [comple- 
ment -ED*] 

com/plement flxa/tion, Immunol, the combi- 
ji nation of complement with the substance formed by the 
ranion of an antigen with its specific antibody. — com/- 
^ple<ment-fix^mg, adj, 



orig., 
ion*aI, 



adj. — com-plex/ion-al'ly, adv. 
com-plex-ioned (ksm plek/gljand), adj. having a 
specified complexion (usually used in combination): a 
light-complexioned person, [late ME; see complexion. 

-ED^] 

com-plex-ion-less (k3mplek/§l>anlis). adj. devoid 
of color; pallid; wan, [complexion + -less] 
COm-plete (kamplet/), adj., v.. -plet-ed, -plet-ing. com-plex4-ty (ksm plek/si te). n.. .-ties. 1. the 
T^dj. 1. having all its parts or elements; lacking noth- state or quality of being complex; "itricacy : (/ie com- 
ing: whole; ent&e; full: a complete set of Mann's novels, plexity of urban life. 2. somethmg complex, the endless 
■■ 2. finished; ended; concluded: a complete month; a com- complexities of our foreign policy, [complex -f- -ityj 
plete orbit. 3. having all the required or customary com/plex macliine/, Mech. machine (def. 4c). 

— " '^'^'-f^^^ " Math, a mathematical ex- 

hich a and b are real numbers and 



— v.t., v.i. 
com*piot/- 



, promised, or unmodified: a complete victory; a complete • " -'r';"",;V„-«/ ^^^ik 1^ Tii5»nft thn nnints of which 
mess. 5. Grom. having all modifying or complementary COm/plex Plane/ '^^f^^^fJ^^^J'M^^^ °^ ''^^'^^ 
elements included: The complete subject of " The dappled are complex numbers. Cf. Argand diagram, 
pony gazed over the fence" is "The dappled pony." com/plex sen/tence, a sentence contaming one or 
6. Also, completed. Football, (of a forward pass) caught more dependent clauses in addition to the main clause, 
by a receiver. 7. Logic, (of a set of axioms) such that as When the bell rings (dependent clause), walk out (main 
every true proposition able to be formulated in terras of clause). . 

• ine basic ideas of a given system is deducible from the com/plex var/iable, Math, a variable to which 
jet. 8. Engineering, noting a determinate truss having complex numbers may be assigned as value. 

^ Snif^ii^y"^*'®'* °1 "^^^^^^^^ '^*'^"^'"^r*? (kompli/Dbal). adj. Obs. compliant. 

l^teteTtS'M^^^^^^^^^ 'nJ^lk C«^nce (.om pU^ans) n. 1. the act ot conform: 

• order relation defined on it. in which every set of ele- ing, acquiescing . or yieWing. 



'^it t system has a least upper bound, b. of or 
to a set in which every fundamental sequence 
converges to an element of the sot. Cf. fundamental 
■ "quence, c. (of a lattice) having the property that 
hSwI^K^"^®*' has a least upper bound and a greatest 
iiOiT* — V.t. 11. to make whole or entire: I need 

*i7erf . w ''* ^ords to complete the puzzle. 12. to make per- 
'MuSiV- R^^^^^S, look of impotent rage completed my re- 
'SblI?^ i..r to bring to an end; finish: Has he com- 
MJbSi i '^ovel yet? 14. to consummate. 15. Foot- 

Wt^i»di%^^^^ forward pass) successfully: He com- 
*M{u»\t 7 Passes in 33 attempts. [ME < L comple- 
* cov t'^Pv,^^ compter e to fill up. fulfill, equiv. to com- 
's^ aai ^^^^ + -'"5 ptp. suffix] — com plet/a-ble, 

?^**™-plet/ed-ne88, n. — com-plete/Iy, adv. 
ilv?^'Jl^®*®''^es8. n. — com plet/er, n. — com ple/- 
• ao;. — com-pIe/tive-!y. adv. 

3. de- 
perfkct 



-com-pIe/tive*!y, adv. 
unbroken, unimpaired, undivided. 
l*3« Complete, entire, intact. 



■be£i Pft^^ is no lack or defect, nor has any part - ^ ^ ^ , / , , r*./ 

ij^jn removed. Complete implies that a certain unit has COm-pU-cate (r. kom/plDk5t/; ad), kon 
ito a n^^i?'^"**y developed or perfected, and may apply -cat-ed» -caMng, \- to make 

ei«M%.I^?^ or purpose carried to fulfillment: a complete tricato. involved, or difficu t: Bringing in 



K^PldnaiiT^ "C, purpose carried to fulfillment: a complete 
KuiUty- an means whole, having unbroken 

I'leea and i*^^ book. Intact implies retaining complote- 
S'PuR^EcT °"Kinal condition: a package delivered intact. 
S^h oiiiHf "Ot only completeness but also 

fPer/e« dMm absonco of defects or blemishes: a 



2. a tendency to yield 
readily to others, csp. in a weak and subservient way. 
3. conformity; accordance: I am writing to the Governor 
in compliance with your orders. 4. cooperation or obedi- 
ence: the compliance of all French citizens. 5. Physics. 
a. the strain of an elastic body expressed as a function 
of the force producing the strain, b. a coefficient express- 
ing the responsiveness of a mechanical system to a peri- 
odic force, [comply + -ance] 
com-pll-an-cy (kam pll/an se), n., pi. -cies. compli- 
ance (defs. 1, 2, 4). 
COin'Pli*ant (kam pli/ant). adj. complying; obeying, 
obliging, or yielding, esp. In a submissive way: a man 
with a compliant nature, [comply -H -ant] — com.pU>^- 
ant*Iy, adv. 

COlU'pU'Ca'Cy (kom/plDk3so), n., pi. -cies. 1. the 

state of being complicated; comphcatednoss. 2. a 
complication: the numerous complicacies of travel in 
Albania, [com flic (ate) -^ -acy, modeled on such pairs 
as confederacy, confederate] 

" adj. kom/pla kit), v., 
complex, in- 

_ _ _ politics only 

conipUcatedThe firgument. His recovery from the operation 
was complicated bv an allergic reaction. — adj. 2. complex; 
involvotl, 3. i^ot. foUiwl upon itself: a coinplicote 



canonical - • • „ - 

after the evening meal but now usually following imme- 
diately upon vespers. Also, com-pline (koni/pUn -plmT. 
[ME comp{e)lin, equiv. to compli, cump{e)he (< Ol^ 
complie. cumplie, < L completa (ft5ra) complete (hour) 
+ 'in (of matin)] 
corn-plot (n. kom/plot/; v. kamplot/), n., v., -plot-ted, 
-plot-ting. — n. 1. a joint plot; conspiracy. 
2. to plot together; conspire. [< MF < 7] 
ment, n. — com*plot/ter, n, 
COm*plU-vi-um (kam ploo/ve am, kom-), n., p/. -vi.a 
(-ve 3) (in ancient Roman architecture) a central area 
open to the weather, as in an atrium. [< L. equiv. to 
complu(ere) (to) flow together (com- com- + pluere to 
rain) -H -ium n. suffix] 
COm-ply (kam pli/). v.i., -pUed, -ply-ing. 1. to act in 
accordance with wishes, requests, demands, require- 
ments, conditions, etc.; agree (sometimes fol. by with): 
They asked him to leave and he complied. She has complied 
with the school's academic requirements. 2. Obs. to be 
courteous or conciliatory. [< It comph{re} < Sp cum- 
plir (see compliment) to fulfill, accomplish < L com- 
plere) equiv. to com- com- ~\- pie- fill -i- -re inf. suff i.x] 
—Syn. 1. acquiesce, yield, conform, obey, consent, as- 
sent. — Ant. 1. refuse, resist. 
com-pO> (kom/p6), n., pi. -pos. composition material. 

[by shortening] 
com-po2 (kom/po). n. Australian Slang. See work- 
men's compensation insurance. [comp(eN3ATion) -f- 
-0 suffix of appurtenance] 

com-po-nent (kam po/nant), adj. 1. being or serving 
as an element (in something larger); composing; con- 
stituent: the component parts of a high-fidelity phorio- 

araph n 2. a component part; constituent: ht-fi 

cornponents. 3. Physics, the projection of a vector quan- 
tity as force, velocity, or the like, along an axis. 
4 Phxsical Chem. one of the set of the minimum number 
of chemical constituents by which every phase of a 
Kiven system can bo described. 5. Math. a. a connected 
subset of a set. not contained in any other connected 
subset of the set. b. a coordinate of a vector. [< L 
component- (s. of compdnlns, prp. of componere to put 
together), equiv. to com- com- p5n(erc) (to) put + 
~ent- -ent] — com.po-nen-tial (kom/pa nen/§l)Dl), 
com^po-nen/tal, adj. — com-po/nent-ed, adj. 
— Syn. 2- See element, 
com-po-ny (kam po/u^>. adj. Heraldry, composed of 
a single row of squaies. metal and_ color alternating; 
cobony Also, com-po-ne (kom po/ne; Fr. k6N p6 nS/). 

MF compone, nasiilized var. of copone, oquiv. to 
copon courON + -c -ee] 
corn-port^ (kam port/. -p6rt/), v.t. 1. to bear or con- 
duct (oneself); behave: He comported himself with dig- 
nitv 2. to be in agreement, harmony, or conformance 
with- //is remark simply does not comport with his known 
attitude — n. 3. Obs. comportment, [< MF comport{er) 
< L comportare to transport, support, oquiv. to com- 
com- + portare to poiit^] 

a large English glass 



3. tSOl. lOUUKl upon llSUli. O cu/f*/^.*^"»>- —^^-fS i-L-^m/nrirt nArt^ fl 

' ' „r f,-,./-.',. f.iiH to.'ot.h«>r> • oniiiv. to com- 



or tho liko. and having a wide shallow top supported by 



